Two meetings, ICNPAS-2004 and EAHM-2004, were jointly held on September 12-17, 2004 in Novosibirsk, Russia. The main organizer was the Novosibirsk Institute of Organic Chemistry (Russia), with the Department of Chemistry of Moscow State University (Russia) and Ghent University (Belgium) as co-organizers.
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These meetings continued the tradition of two earlier series of conferences -- the EuroAsian Heterocyclic meetings (EAHM-2000 previously held in Suzdal and EAHM-2002, in Novgorod the Great \[[@B1-molecules-10-01021]\]) and ICNPAS-1998 -- previously also held in Novosibirsk. The merging of these two scientific gatherings into a single event appears to have been a very fruitful idea. The international audience of the meeting was expanded to EuroAsian, African, and Australian chemists. Also, the scientific scope of the event was rather broader and heterocyclic chemists were able to interchange ideas with scientists active in the area of natural products.

In total, about 130 scientists presented their most current results in the area of heterocyclic synthesis and the chemistry of natural compounds. For the conference proceedings, see: <http://www.nioch.nsc.ru/conf2004/index_3.htm>.

We are now pleased to present in this special issue of *Molecules* a selection of peer reviewed and edited papers from this conference, expanded by their authors to include the corresponding experimental data and thus meet the journal's usual criteria for publication.
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